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Reflections in water and contrasts in the forest are a fundamental motif  in Mønsted’s work. The still
water with the white (and a few pink) flowering water lilies with sunbeams falling across them and

through the beech foliage has led to this charming picture, entirely enclosed within itself. Mønsted treats
the famous water lily motif  with a quite different kind of  photo graphic realism from the French Impres-
sionist Claude Monet (–), for whom color was everything. The white bench on which two excur-
sionists are resting underlines an atmosphere of  pleasure and  enjoyment.

The area around Vejle is a hilly, east Jutland moraine¹ landscape containing a great deal of  beech forest.
The picture was painted in Munkebjerg, a favorite destination for excursions, situated quite close to the
 town.

M.T.

¹An accumulation of  earth and stones carried and finally deposited by a  glacier.
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